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DWC Regulations Delaying ICD-10 Implementation Until October 1,
2015 Approved by Office of Administrative Law

The Division of Workers’ Compensation (DWC) has adopted changes to a medical
billing regulation and to the DWC Medical Billing and Payment Guide to postpone the
ICD-10 compliance date for one year, to October 1, 2015.

The International Classification of Diseases — 10th Revision, Clinical Modification (ICD-
10-CM) and the International Classification of Diseases — 10th Revision, Procedure
Coding System (ICD-10-PCS) were adopted for workers’ compensation in February
2014, with an implementation date of October 1, 2014 to coincide with the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) implementation date.

Subsequently, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services issued a final rule
postponing use of the ICD-10 until October 1, 2015, for HIPAA-covered entities. For
workers’ compensation, the Administrative Director has amended the Medical Billing
and Payment Guide to align the workers’ compensation ICD-10 transition date with the
October 1, 2015 ICD-10 transition date applicable to HIPAA-covered entities and the
broader health care sector. All workers’ compensation participants are encouraged to
move forward expeditiously to prepare for the transition.

The revised regulation and the Medical Billing and Payment Guide can be found on the
Division’s approved regulations web page.
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The California Department of Industrial Relations, established in 1927, protects and improves the health, safety, and
economic well-being of over 18 million wage earners, and helps their employers comply with state labor laws. DIR is
housed within the Labor & Workforce Development Agency. Non-media inquiries can contact DIR’s Communications
Call Center at 1-844-LABOR-DIR (1-844-522-6734) for help in locating the appropriate division or program in our
department.
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