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DWC Issues Notice of Public Hearing for Qualified Medical Evaluator
(QME) Regulations on May 22

The Division of Workers’ Compensation (DWC) has issued a notice of public hearing for
Qualified Medical Evaluator (QME) regulations. The proposed rulemaking is to amend
existing regulations and forms to implement an online panel process for represented
initial panel requests. A public hearing on the proposed regulations has been scheduled
at 10 a.m., Friday, May 22, 2015, in the auditorium of the Elihu Harris Building, 1515
Clay Street, Oakland, CA, 94612. Members of the public may also submit written
comment on the regulations until 5 p.m. that day.

The QME regulations amend existing regulations to require parties in a represented
case to submit initial QME panel requests online and immediately receive a QME panel.
The requesting party will then serve the panel request form, any required
documentation, and the QME panel on all parties with a proof of service. The proposed
rulemaking will also simplify QME Form 105 for unrepresented injured workers. The
proposed regulations also makes non-substantive changes to the QME appointment
from, reappointment form, and the QME unavailability form.

DWC will consider all public comments, and may modify the proposed regulations for
consideration during an additional 15-day public comment period. The notices of
rulemaking, text of the regulations, and the initial statements of reasons can be found at
on the DWC rulemaking page.

More information about the rulemaking process can be found on OAL’s website.
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The California Department of Industrial Relations, established in 1927, protects and improves the health, safety, and
economic well-being of over 18 million wage earners, and helps their employers comply with state labor laws. DIR is
housed within the Labor & Workforce Development Agency. Non-media inquiries can contact DIR’s Communications
Call Center at 1-844-LABOR-DIR (1-844-522-6734) for help in locating the appropriate division or program in our
department.
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